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N this Book the infpired e gives the mot 

lively deſcriptions of the utter” vanity and emp-. 
' tineſs /of all choſe earthly” pleaſures” and ene 


7 


1 ments, which ſo much ingroſs the affections j WE 
| enger purſuit gf mankind. He tepeatedly/ propoun- 395 


ces vanity on them all ; and declares, Aas there 122 
vo Profit under the ſun: 1. 6. nothing that can be 3 
y made the portion or'' happineſs of u "rational, © 
Jenner being s and from all he had ſaid — PE. 
draus this important Concluſion 3 that to fear + [1 
Sobd and keep kis commandments is the wb tk 
man, equally hie Intereſt and his Duty.“ He did 5 7 
nat advance - the''CoRrine' of the Stoicks ; thar all! 
things in the preſent ſtate ate equally good. inn 

, e'Conrary he aſſerts, that che moderate, temperate -  : 
ho on and ue: AW bouncies of divine” 3 Os 
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pear Cd 


ont — © $5 "bleſling to bedefired; while ifs a z vanity, 2 


4 diese, vo be with-held by fordid: *cove- _ 
RW LS rom taking the comfort of thoſe ny | 
Pod ; h beſtowed-upon us | 


Having made many Juſt and pertinent obfiren® 
ons on the vanity of all earthly. oyments, he thus 
quetles in the cloſe of the l pter, KiSee- , 
ing there be many e N Vanity, what 
is man the better? For who knoweth what is good 
renn in th life; all the days of his vain life, 
he ſpendeth as a ſhadow ? for who can tell a man 
what ſhall be after him under the fun ;!“ To this 
inquiry che words; of our text ted o be an anſwer 
to the following i import; Admitting the truth of all 
ꝛchut hath been ſaid about tlie vanity of e 2 i 5 
/ enjoyment; and that ho inan dan tell, wliat particu- 
lar condition or circumſtances may be beſt for\tijm in 
the preſent State; whether poverty or riches ; whe- 
her leaving .thildren to heir | his{;eRate; ; ot dying 
leſs, as no / one knoweth WhO ſhall come after 
* man, or a Fool : yet this maß 
the; aſſurted and maintained for truth, that a: good” 
Name. acquired hy worthy and virtuous actions, is 
abetterijthan precious, ointment, or the moſt valuable, 
aemperal ꝓoſſeſſon ? A prodigal heir may ſoon waſte 
theoilatgatt eſtatę that a frugal) induſtrious father can 
Wave him. But a good name is more. ol. a perſonal, | 
Wonlienable property, and: not: equally in = power 
jor at the diſpoſal atof..a eee be ſon of 
ſg:yotghy, vod virtuous father may indeed 3 a vicious, 
 Hignable wretch f and be ſaid, in ſome ſenſe, ta :dif- 
Wbace his father . while-in reality the degenerate; baſe- 
TRE gs —_ his. oharadter and conduct may rather "ſerve 
TEE bie ſet off the Luſtre. of, bis ber 1. Tbe 
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o dh, ay plainly this, 3 er which: 15 wiſe, . : — 
| good. man leaves. behind him in this. world is at. 1 


ap * 


| the diſpoſal of his heirs, excepting, his good names; © 8 
= which is not * ©. 
ſtronge 


equally left within their power“ IE 
t Entail will not ſecure his; eſtate- from diſſi- 0 * 19 
pation: but his good name needs not this ſecurity fa NS 1 
its preſervation. It is true indeed, that, malicieuas 
landerers may enviouſly. attack the faireſt charager,, \ Þ 
and endeavour to blacken the brighteſt. reputation: 08 
but then, there will ſcarce ever fail to:appear-a fuffir; _ _ 
cient number of able friends to vindicate and defend!  — 
| $ ſuch an abuſed character. But even ſuppoſing this.. 
| ſhould not be the caſe; or: that an eminently worthy, e 
8 man ſhould ſuffer greatly in his name and teputatin n 
NN thro' the malice of his enemies; yet ſtill: he hath this _—_ 
ſolid ſupport and conſolation, that the dy of bis death, = 
<vill be better, to him, than the day of i bis þirth.\. MWben a, ps 
perſon? s heart and life are ſuch as juſtly intitle him to: 
a good name, whether he actually obtains it here on WEE, 
earth, or not, he may reſt ſatisfied.in_this-afſurance,, =—*' 
that he ſhall. be my ted. at death: that he ſhally 
meet wich the approbation of Gop, who. will. bring | 
© forth his We: as the light, and bis judgment as the; 
neon-day, and ſecure to him the applauſe. dt heavens, 


The words of the text 2 lead to theſe two] ů 
ern; viz. That a ph. 


# 
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ood name or character is a 
moſt valuable and deſireable attainment *---and that 
to perſons of ſuch a character the day of death Gar 4 . 
on many accounts be better, than the day of their "birch. 5 


«1 A good name er charadte ii 4 1 aue 0. 
defer eable attainment. 72 
This is forcibly aſſerted i in the text. by. ity ans 
© to precious CG or a rich a 
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which was in bi oh ew, as much ue 10 thole 
"eaſtern regntHes by perſons that could afford to be 


at. the expence of it. So that the comparing a thing 
to precious ointment, and eſpecially giving it the Pre. 
_ ference thereto, was a very emphatical method of ex-/ 
Falz its great worth and excellence. Thus the 

miſt, to ſer forth the deſireableneſs and excelleney 
of brotherly love, ſays, 8 is like the pretions ointment 
upon the head.” 'Pſal. 133. 2. And when king He- 
ꝛetiab laid open to the embaſſadors from Bahlen the 
a rich ſtores of his kingdom, among the other valua - 


bles in his treaſury, we read that he ſhewed them his | 


© . precious ointment. Iſa. 39. 2. Agreeably hereto we read 


of a- woman pouring à box of pery precious "ointment 
on the head of our Saviour, which was doubtleſs but 
a ſmall quantity, and yet of Io great value, that the 
diſciples complained and murmured at the prodigious 
waſte thereby made, altho' it was done out of honour © 
and reſpect for theif Lord. Mark 14. 3, 4, 6. Theſe! | 
. Inftarices may ſerve to ſhow the force of the expreſſi- 
on ia the text, where a good name is faid to be bet - 
ter than precious ointment; as emphatically aſſerting | 
. hig N value and excellency of fach a name. Ac-'. . 
y we find it agreeable to the common ſenſe 
cording in general, to ſet an high value upon their 
; e and to eſteem it one of the moſt valua- 
ble artieles of their property: And hence they juſtly, 
reſent it, ag a very great injury, when 5 perſon en - 
deayours to rob them of it by ſlander and defamation. 


ow a good name is that cheratter or reputation, to, 


which a perſon is juſtly intitled, in the eſtimation of 
- madbkind; on account of truly excellent and- valuaBle 
endowments poſſeſſed by him, or worthy and hoble 
. ations done 7 ws” "we 25 chere are whey, — 
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© hich contribute to this character, I will briefly men 
ion a few of them, and point out the advantages 12ʒ· 

-  M6grhtefrom OP 7 rm TR 
1. Perſons may be intituled to a good name n c 4 
6 Count of eminent attainments- in uteful learning 
The mind, the rational ſoul, is the moſt noble ang 
f excellent part of the man; | By this we claim Kindel 
with the angels of hedven, and are even Ae to ü 
| glorious Gon himfelf, who is a Spirit. And hene 
e endowvments and improvements of the ſoul arcr 
juſtly dee med more excellent than thole of the body; ?: 
The beauty, ſtrength and agility of the body are real: "44,75, 
ly defireable, and anſwer many valbable purpoſes "0 
hut in all theſe many anithals Of inferior rank exceed. 
the human race. It is therefore on 26count' of tbe 
ſ dul, and the intellectual powers, that man is the ſu  - Þ 
perior, and Lord of the lower creation, and holds 4 — 
clear, indiſputable pre- eminente above the brutes 
By the exerciſe. of theſe intellectual faculties the ſma ler "IJ 
degree of bodily ſtrength, with which mankiad is 
indued, enablesthem to maintain their daminion 22k 
ver the beaſts of rhe field, the fowls of the air and „ 
- | the fiſhes of the ſca: It is by virtue of that fupetib gk 
TS kill and wiſdom, which Gop bath given to fnaß, tar 
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516 


he can ſo ealty@atch and deſtroy; or taine and ſub- +. +» 
| je& to his ſervice thoſe various kinds of animals which og: 5 
| greatly excel! bim in bodily strength, agility nean 
_ - Twiftneſs of flight: Hetite the improvement bf the Y.-- 
Mind by uſeful knowledge, learning and wiſdom is WY 
juſtly held in the higheſt cliceth and reputation among 

. mankind ; as Without theſe the greateſt ſtrength ang” + + 
_ aRivity of body would be of very little uſe; 65 1. Rk 
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2 . — of 4 . N 5 25 
5 N application of. its ſtreagth 3/ \ otherwiſe they 
vill be almoſt entirely uſelefs. COMP: + 
It would be very eaſy here to ſhew the vaſt FFP 
tages derived to mankind from cultivating the liberal 
Arts and Sciences, with regard to agriculture, navi- 
n ation, commerce, and the various branches of me- 
FCeͤ)hanicks, To this the firſt invention of them, and 


; their. very. exiſtence muſt be in a great meaſure al- 
| I ET.  +Cribed / While their improvement, and the great per- 
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—* +, © feftion to which they have been brought, are almoſt 
© wholly owing to the induſtry and diſcoveries, of the 
learned. I is therefore with the greateſt reaſo and 
3 that the literary accompliſhments of the mind 
+ Have always procured ſuch diſtinguiſhing honour and 
© reputation. to the favoured poſſeſſors of them. | Theſe 
-.- have happily taught the huſbandman to manure ane 
"Sh, OR $5 till his land, the ſeaman. to ſteer '4nd navigate his 
. = ſhip, the phyſician to heal, the geteral to entrench 
8 and attack, and even the King on the = 
to govern -with advantage and ſyccets. ' Hence it is, 10 
that ye have ſo many celebrated names of great an- 7 5 
tiquity conveyed. down to us with the higheſt honour | 
and veneration, Which would have — 'been _/ 
Eno a few miles diſtance from their obſcure abode; 
or remembered more than half a gentury, had not 
Der eminent proficiency in uſeful literature immor- 
talized their fame, and embalmed their memory to 
all poſterity. So chat a good name only for Fx 
_ learoing vaſtly excells the moſt precious ointment, as 
the ſweet. flavor of the former is almoſt infinitely more 
extenſive and laſting. + Hunour and eſteem. are juſtlyß 
due co a perſon, of f ſuch a character; as he really ex- 
"0p others of. the human race in * . 
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| 1 3 Abich are Wy noble” and 2-4 2 
| valuable, and which elevate the ſoul to a airy 8 5 
- - dignity. Theſe acquirements « exalt the mind to an 955 
hbigber orb: of view by contempl ation. His views - yo 54M 
are more. enlarged, juſt and — his contempl a 
_ ". tiphs more noble, ſobboeand atiiiurgite the foul, 
_ . -than-thoſe of others; who are grovelling upon be 
: arth, and never extend their thoughts, beyond the few n 
objects of ſenſe, with which they arp. ſurrounded, 7 
Such a perſon, by the ſuperiority: of his abilities, will - " 40%; nh 
be under great advantages for promoting his own inn 
tereſt by the important e he. wilhbe able to do 
mankind: and, What 1 is ſtill: greater, he will be able 
to advance the welfare: of hundreds and thoufand#'a- __ 
round him, in pertect conſiſtency with his vows inte- 
reſt and happineſs, \ Sothat if a perfor welk-tutned- "4 
for intellectual improvements be under e es n 
© paſſion of ambition, and thirſts for the honour of . 
mortalizing his name: or it be be influenced by a 
more generous, diſintereſted defire-of. prombting cs 7 
. happineſs. of his fellow · creatures, here is ample leope 90 => 3 1 
for his ambition, where he may exert his powers to 
- the-utmoſt, with the greateſt\animating a of. . + 4 


Jucceſs, h e good name is likewiſe acquired, 2 + 

n. By a perlon' $ ae in eee the "Cuties 7 

of his ſtation. Pot Als ae . 1 

| But few. comparatively. bir mankind have as So Ro 9 
if vantage of obtaining an ilJuſtrious character for learn J 


: nor will eren theſe.deſerve a good name, wich 
5 5 faithfully improve their talents to the beneßt G 
| others, by acting an uſeful part in life. All cannlet 
excel in one particulat thing: nor is it neceſſary tex 
could, as there are various departments of ſerviee tovnn ; 
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Xa SNGutty merita gobd name, who is fairhful toy | = 
_veuſt, whether'it be more public or private. *Tis ttue 
Aindeed, that the more public; important and uleful a 
pPerſon's ſtation is in life, the more noted and famous 
Will bis good name be, and the greater his character, 
i he acts up to it. But —— not a matter of I 
gear conlequence what a perſon's ſtation'is, provide 
he fills it well, and 284 with fidelity and diligence in 
dtiſchargiag the duties of his office. - | Every one'may il 
ſpoken of in the text, by duly 4 | 
attending to that divine direction of the apoſtle, Stu- 
dy to be quiet, and do your own buſineſs.” By ſuch a 
__  £89duRt | the very loweſt ſervant will get an high and 
5 55 8 * charaQer, chef. not a public one. 
e pt Act well your part; here all che honour. len“ 
3. By a perſon's being eminently benevolent and 
| -beteficent to mankind, * n 
Ibere is lomething peculiarly coals qo ham 
ing in true benevolence, in a fpirit of love, and the | 
actieal evidences: of a friendly heart towards our 2 
-fellow-menin general, + Nor is therSeny ching that 
rd creature more neatly to # reſemblance af that 
Gon, aube is Loves or more plainly indicates him to 
de a genuine child of that benificent Parent of the U- 
nmiyetſe, who maketh his ſun to rile on the evil and 
on the good, and ſendeth rain on the juſt and on the 
 -- gust. And where u courſe of benificent actions are 
5 8 1 of ſuch à temper of heart, a 
perſon will infalibly obtain 4 good dame? : around 
bim will riſe 6s call him bleſſed.” Hereby be 
„ Wil be ſure e ngaging the generaltey, or at leaſt 
© - - #he moſt valuable part, oĩ mankind to be his friends: 
for he who thus ſheweth himſelt E wil ſcarce 
. OT OT: n Tg 
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ET: That which completes a g 0 7M 

h WW truly religious towards GO. 1 ä 8 . 
The chiogs which have beert- alloinicagd: 1 7 
will da much towards ſecuring à good name: bur ehm 2 2 


laſt mentioned finiſnes the character,” Great. +. $i. 
ments in learning, fidelity in diſchargi ng the gates 

pf our ſtatlon, with a ſerigs ot Kind actions 16 
Human race juſtly merit eſteem and com metidarich 
Ih from all men, even though true religion be not th 
pPtineiple of action. Bur chen where all "this p 
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om, or is attended with true piety rewards Ga 13 
When all a perſon's ſhining attainments in 7 - Fi 5 25 | 
| Tedpe'gre ſandlified and confectared'to/the RiVIteWitl 


loty of Gon, and the good'6f mankind 2 Wien 1 
8 delity and dilngener in pertormii thy Gut a 
ace, have their rite from a conf "ery 555 
the will and authority of God: S 25 Sh 9 : 1 
not ultimately ſeek his own honour dag 1 
the Gloty of him who Hach fest Hi in 8 
15 and Agbs him hie work and Wü 

| benevolence of his heart towards woah oc " 


-  _ the effect of natural 'confireativn 

but flows from a divine principle 
 whiteby he ts-powerfully uhrste Wh Tek = 
charge 1 every duty both public add þ 
towards Gop aud da and when fuch a DOVER. 
duct ia life is an umiſorm courſe'ef — 
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1 be had 6 


one of the higheſt charaRers, that can belong to crea- 
tutes z a name; and title of honour, ich which the moſt 
-- exalied angels may juſtly glory: “ Are they hot all 
miolſtring ſpirits ? Heb. T. 14. Bleſs the Lord, ye. 
_ is Angels, that excel in ſtrength, that do his com- 
mandments, harkening unto. the voice of his word, 
Fal, 103.420. How: nobly is the charater of Zacha- 
dat and. File drawn EY great ſimplicity, in a 
Ayd they were both tighte- | 
dus before Gon, walking in all the commandments 
-. and-ardinances of the. Lond blameleſs, This com- 
esta that good name, which. is better chan the moſt 


: us: ointment, and will render. the day of death 
* than 


the day of. one's birth. Let us now brief- 
WG the excallency and $6 e ot woe 
£46 216% INF: 
Herthy A perſon. vin de lure to. enjoy the: no- 
tactioꝑ in this |! „„ 1 8 £ AX 
That 352855 o mind and courſe of Conduct where- 
rafter.1s bie ate naturally productive 
TE: | happineſs for the preſent. True vir- 
lei Carry a great reward along witk 
BE 8 1 ways of pleaſantneſs: the very 
© practice. 9175 It includes. exerciſes of ſoul, that are hignl7 
e ed pleaſurable z while the inward teſti- 
0 Honſcience is an uofailing,, ſource of 
og eng. „ ner to the mind. 
he will not only eſcape the abborrence 
| 4: contewps of, mankind; 80 te 
Kind offices. . | 
is ſomething 8 deßlrable 3 4 having 
ee 2 ee « our x fallow: men, ei- 
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arch on his throne-muſt have but A very EY 85 2 
| ble and precarious ſituatio .. ./ SRO NG 


| Ou] Was a N in 3 N in 


of 


Te FIR p oa Ne. 5 +: 


Cn of thoſe whom, we look upon © be is ber 
| Judges ot merit, and to haye the greateſt taffuenees 


inſtance of ſtup idity could” avoid feeling ex- 

_ rremely Miba, Ibile he knew himſelf to be de Es 

* iſed and abhorred by all the world around hw. 
And we doubtleſs ſet the higher value on this el. 


teem of others, becauſe we thereby hope to Have the 85 855 ; 39 
benefit of their kind offices and friendly aſſiſtance „ 


romoting dur own intereſt in ſome reſpect or other. 
ace it is,” that We do not ſa much care for the Gp. 


| nion, or the eſteem of thoſe, on whom we ha ve little by 5 
bt no dependance, 'on connection with them. Such 22 
however is our mutual dependance on one another in 


the preſent fate, that the love and eſteem of our fel- 


low men is an article of very great it i v0 "This 5 1 


is neceſſary in order to our being truſted in, employs 
- ed, or having any agreeable or profitable ifitercourſe. / 
wth others, without which life itſelf would be i into- 
lerable. Some indeed arg more independant then 


others e but none are fo intirely independant, but chat of 7 7 7 


a good name, or the eſteem of mankind muſt be very . 
deſirable, and even neceflary to their comfortable ſub- -* 
| | _Gffencei in the world. Without this the greateſt mon- 


” . A 


3. Hereby he will endear hls name and | meinory” 
| t ſucceeding ages. 

And the thou zhes of chis yield a rational wee 

a * ſatisfaction in the preſent” life, altho“ à perſon _ 

know he ſhall not be ale to reap. the ſame kind of 

advantage from bis good character when he is dead, 

as he does here in the preſent ſtate. I' 2 
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* egg ſtate, a deſire of ria? Fai 
honour ; which is a law ful deſire, tk col 
Phe it indlines perſons to right meaſures for immore - 
. talizing themſelves, This rendered our firſt parents ſuſ- 
- , + - Ceptible of the force of that temptation, which flat- 
„ them with the proſpect of becoming like Gods 
= ys. _ knowledge, and other eren of their rational | 
1 - pature. or 5 
| 5 | * And I believe there Is ſearce- an petſon to be found, 2 
8 Co can now be abſolutely indifferent what mall. | 
1 | faid of him, when he ſhall be in bis grave. The per- 
. tuating an honorable character was the grand object 
. tion, the ſummum Bonum, wick the 38 5 
Ff the heathen Worthies, whether in literature, 5 
E 8 or arms. They diſcovered an unbounde 
os - Gefire of immortalizing their narhes. 4 And what 
15 5 . 5 1 they diſcovered, 1 believe was originally implanted ig 
human nature, altbo⸗ ee, improved in, them ** 3% 
- Education... 1 N 
We may therefore conglude, pon good evide "$0 
that the endearing-our name to poſterity is a nat ence 4 
good, defifable in itſelf, ſuited to gratify an innocent 
5 Nihon or deſite in 3 nature, and that it is one 
. mY 'V thoſe bleflings whereby the righteous are, and wii 
uh 1 | from the wicked, whoſe names ſhall Wo, 
5 rot, Prov. 10. 2 
4 II. Jo fuch perſans the day their th: is eter ol 
wo accounts than the day of their birth. 15 
IE But what gan be ſaid to illuſtrate ſo plain a truth ? r 
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ir muſt neceſſarily appear upon the bare mentioni 

oi it? Iwill therefore only ſuggeſt a few things brief . 

under this head, as, , 
I. That the day of death inferes. to perſons of this 
7 character that valuable attainment, which was cer 
of uncertainty to them on the day of their birth, 
_.- When the child is born, none can tell what kis. 
| conduct and character in life 1 be: Doc when, he. 


Sz *7 1 


certain Good, i is now infallibly 2 5 to N From 
f this conſideration Cicerd ialiſts upon it, that the time 
ot old age is more happy than the days of youth, 24 
the aged have actually, attained that length of life, 
which can only be the object of uncertain ho to __ 
. young. | How much better, and more Joy ul is the 
moment in which victory is determined in our fa- 
| vour, than the time when the engagement b gan, the 
event of which was then utterly uncertain? Human, 
lite in the preſent ſtate is a, ſhort warfare, with the. 
| {ponies of our happineſs : : we are born to the com- 
t ;—he that | hath lived to ſecure a good name, has. 
U the joy ful victory: 5 the day of death decrees. 
and enſures him the triumph. 
2. They are born to labour and toil, 155 whicti 
the day of death is the happy moment of their deli-. - 
verance. Man, is born unto trouble as the ſparks- 
fly-upwards.” And without any diſparagement to 
the riches of that Divine Goodneſs; with which the 
Whole earth i is filled, we may lafely pronounce a bleſ- - 
C ſedneſi 
+ Salotis corn ef Iztitia ; naſceadi incerta conditio. t At eſt 


meliote conditione quam adoleſcens, cum id, quod ille ſpet , 
Mic 3 _=_ conſecatus, eſt. [lle volt * vivers 7 : hie din N 29:26 
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pon the dead, who dic in the Lord, becauſe 
they reft from their labour, | 

3- The day of bigs oe ings them into a world of 
fin and temptation : but the day of death tranſlates 
them̃ into a ſtate of perfe& holineſs. — - 
Sin is the grand article, and the ſole cauſe of all 
the miſcties in life. *Tis this that readers the pre- 
ſent ſtate a ſtate of warfare. Our being conceived in 


- fin, and born inte the world with depraved hearts, 
filled with the principles of luſt and vile affections, 
Which give every temptation a powerful advantage 

againſt us; and oblige us to wreſtle with fleſh and 

blood; to be perpetually on the watch, and contend 
2 in an gon) to elcape the deſtruction to which we 
are expoſed : tis this that makes our life a ſcene of 


toil, or, which is infinitely more deplorable, a ſtate of 

ſlavery to fin. Every one, who would attain a good 
name, is neceſſitated to a daily laborious ſtruggle _ 
with powerful corruptions within, and ſtrong 
temptations from without, from a world that lieth 
in - wickedneſs. This makes them groan bein 

burdened, and cauſeth 'them nacb ey to — 


forward with r defire, and a pleaſiag proſpect 
5 as 


of the day the happy day of their 
—— when they ſhall be completly delivered 
from all that fin, and thoſe inclinations and tempta- 
tions to it, which are the great burden of life to them. 
They will then be made perfect, as their Father which 
is in heaven is perfect; will be like Chriſt; and be 
filled with that righteouſneſs which they now hunger 


and thirſt after. A moſt bleſſed tranſition muſt this 
be; to be immediately freed from all the pollutions 


and effects of fin, and be admitted to the ſtate and 


* ol che ſpirits of ql. ** made perfect, and 4 
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e full enjoyment of God in a world of ſpotleſs and £2 


* 


everlaſting purity. 


They are born to die: but they die to live. 


The day of their birth brings them into exiſtence 
under a ſentence of condemnation to death, as the 
fruit and conſequence” of our apoſtac from God. 
But the execution of this ſentence upon.thoſe, who 


have merited the good name before deſcribed, re- 
ſtores them to everlaſting life. And therefore alto“ 
death hath ſomething gloomy and terrible in it; yet 
2 ſecurity of dying no more, and of entering into a 
ſtate of bleſſed immortality muſt render the day f 


death highly preferable to the day of their birtn. 


* 


I muft now obſerve to you, my hearers, that we 
are all very deeply intereſted in the truths which have 
been delivered upon this fubjet. The day of birth 


is paſſed with us; and you know we are born to die, 
the ſure proſpect of which may very juſtly affect us 


with great ſolicitude about the conſequences of it. 


We can't but view it as a ſcene of terror, to lie ſtrug- 


gling, convulſed and diſſolving in the diſtteſſing ago- 
nies of death: to be thereby demoliſhed, and reduced 
to corruption: to ſee the face of man no more, and 


have all our dear, agreeable connections with human 


ſociety utterly broken: to be cut off from all inter- 


courſe with our deareſt friends upon earth. And if 


to theſe conſiderations we add the doleful thought of 


dying in fin, and you ing immediately ipto the 
bottomleſs gulf of 1 


- 


this gloomy, proſpect may be brightened, and the day | 


of death become better than the day of our birth. 


00 
o : 
% « 
* 
- 


} 
* 
— 


endleſs pain and miſery, all 
words fail to give only a faiot repreſentation of the 
diſmal horrors that-crowd into this cloſing ſcene of 

life. And yet there is a way and method, in which 


* 
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- good name, in the ſenſe of the text, will produce this 
Happy effect. And therefore the truths aſſerted in 
the text exhibit to our view the moſt forcible incite- 
ments to labour aſtet this very deſirable attainment. 
"Tis highly valuable in itlelf, and the advantages ö 
it very many and great in the preſent ſtate, at death, 
and even thro' eternity. *Tis à rational, and truly 
Taudable ambition, to aſpire after a good name by 
ſuch a conduct as will juſtly intitle you thereto. 
"Therefore whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good repart : if there be any virtue, if - 
—_ "There be any praife, think on thefe things z make 
| them the ſubſects of your ſtudy, and let them regulate 
Jour practice, The ambition of many ig the world 
runs in a wrong channel: they glory in theit ſhame, 
and ſtrive to render themſelves famous by an exceſs 
of tolly and "wickednefs, which will infallibly brand " 
them with everlaſting infamy. Take heed therefore, 
that your ambition be directed to truly excellent ob- 
3 jects ſuch. practices and attainments, as will bear the 1 
8 | teſt of realon, the trial of God's word, the trial of 1 
| ſerious reflection on a, dying bed; and which will 
meer make aſhamed. Let me here direct you, my 
| beloved Pupils, to ſtrive to excel Ip learning, The 
| Attainiog of this is the great deſign for which you are 
ſent to College; and ihe proſecution of this is the 
| agreeable buſineſs, which ſhould engage your diligent 
"application, from day to day, Tour ſtuͤdious attenti- 
on to this will greatly conduce to your good name, 
while you are members of this ſociety: will, help 10 
ſecyre you from innumerable vices, which are the 
reproach and ruin of many youths under. your cir- 
comſtances It will allo Jay a good foundation for 
- After improvements, for eminent uſefulneſs, and g 
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' growing reputation and honorable charaQter in the” 
world, The progreſs which you make in learning | 
now will likely have a very great, if not a determining - 
' influence upon your after conduct and character thro? 4 
lite. 1 can aſſure you, that it is now a very critical —— 
time, on the right imprevement of which the moſt 
Important and laſting conſequences depend. And if 
3 your preſent. ſituation you ſhould not be animated © 
y a noble ambition to excel in learning, tis almoſt 
certain that your ambition will take a wrong turn 
5 other way, which will prove fatal and deſtruc-: 
tive to you. If therefore you would obtain that good 
name, which is io vaſtly. defrable, I muſt. earneſtly - 
exhort you as my childrea, with ſenſible emotions of 
Pega affection towards you, that you now diligent2a2 = |} 
ly apply yourſelves to your preſent buſineſs, the pro» 4 
i . of your ſtudies, and the furniſhing of your is 
minds with that uſetul knowledge, which may enable © 


you to act a worthy and advantageous part upon the MY 
/ ˙ ˙ ˙— en 
Labour alſo after a hunde henevolent, and bene- = 
gmane coyrteous behaviour. Kc. 


heene ſpirit, and an if 
We live in ſociety, and muſt he daily converſant with * 
our brethren of the human race; and a great part of \ | 
the duty, which we owe to God ultimately, nextly - 9 
and immediately reſpects our-neighbour : and a very | 
_ conſiderable part of the religion of Chriſt is to beex- | 
erciſed in a compliance with that great command of i 
the divine law, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as : 
thyſelf,” This muſt ever be regarded, as an eſſential 
branch of *pure and undefiled religion befote God 
and the Father.” And it is in vain we expect to ſe- 
cure the love and eſteem of mankind, unleſs our he- 
havioyr towards them, in the vatious relations of lite, 


. | 4 


* 


we deſerve. 8 e 
But above all things let true religion be the grand 


5 -Þ 


be apparently. influenced | by the royal law of love. 
We cannot deſerve a good name, unleſs we put 6n 


bovels of compaſſion, humbleneſs of mind; and love 
as brethren ; or unleſs our conduct breathes the true 
ſpirit of Kindneſs and benedolence. And we may be 


retty ſure the world will not Be ſo partial in our 
avour, as to give us much more of their eſteem than 


- 


object of your attention and concern. Without this 


there will be an eſſential defect in your character, 


whatever other accompliſhments you may ' poſſeſs." 
You may indeed, without this, make great intellectual 


improvements in the knowledge of the Arts and Sci- 


ences ; may have your tempers and manners poliſh- 


ed, and ſo agreeably formed, as to render you both 4 
very uſeful; and acceptable to mankind : 6 that when 


they look upon you, they can't-avoid loving you; as 


dur Saviour did the zmiable young man mentioned in 


the goſpel. But if with all theſe advantages and at- 
tainments you live under the ſecret power, and in the 
ſervice of any ſin, alienated from the life of God, 
without his love and fear, as ruling principles of ac- 


tion in your hearts: if you do not make choice of 4 


him, as your God, and ſupreme Good thro* Jeſus 

Chriſt, : devoting yourſelves ſincerely to his ſervice 

and glory, it muſt be ſaid concerning you, One thing 
| 


4s ſtill lacking to fniſþ your character, and give you 


a"good name; and this the moſt eſſential thing, yea, 
the only eſſential, one thing needful; to render the 


Bay of death better to you than the day of your birth. 


And it is eſpecially with reference to this ſolemn day, 
and the intereſting conſequences of it, that a good 


name is ſo precious, and infinitely de ſirable. The 
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| higheſt eſteem and applauſe of men can be of ſervice = 


to us but à very little while: the day of death is 


ſwiftly haſtening, which will put an end to our, reap»... ' 
ing any farther advantage from all that the world maß 
think or ſay of us. Then ſhall we eminently. need 

the applauſe of God, to have a good name in his eſti- 


mation; and to have our character drawn. by bim, 


Well done, good and faithful ſervant.“ This will 
render the day of death the moſt joyful day of our 
lives, and advance us to the high honour of being 

kings and prieſts unto God, and of reigning witch 

him forever. +668 "WM WEE 


And new to isforee theſe directions, and. quicken 
you to a compliance with them, I would in a few 
words recal to your view the character and late death 


of the amiable and much efteemed Mr. LANx, lately 
à Tutor of this College. His character and example 


will ſerve for your direction, while his much lamented 


Death may juſtly. quicken us all to an imitatien of 
him. The dear Name, I am ſure, remains fixed in 


4 


your minds in.indelible impreſſions of eſteem, love 
and veneration. He had obtained that good name 
ſpoken of in the Text; the agreeable perfumes of 


which remain freſh, while his fleſh is conſuming in 
the grave. This public mention bf him, with a brief 
\ ſketch of his character, is a piece of indiſputable juſtice - ' 
to the dead, and may be ſerviceable to the living. 


The Father of Spirits gave him a ſoul, a genius 


well turned for intellectual improvements, and in- 
ſpired with an ardent thirſt after knowledge, Which 
enabled him to ſurmount great difficulties in obtain- 

ing the-gratification of this laudable deſire by a liberal, 


education. Being left fatherleſs, without a. ſufficient 


Patrimony to defray the expences of a public educa- 
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tion, he had, the courage and reſolution to ſeek, affifs 
tance in the Field of Battle, and ſerved as a ſoldier id 
more than one campaign, the laft War, ſolely withs 

view to enable him to purſue his ſtudies. to effect, 
Encouraged with this aſſiſtance he entred College, and 
kept the foremoſt place of reputation by his good 
behaviour, and great proficiency in learning. This - 
attracłed the notice of hi worthy Tutor M. Lyman; © 
fince dead; who diſcerning the readineſs of his ge- 
nius, and being- acquainted with his circumſtances, 
readily aſſiſted him with money of his own to carry 
tim thro' his education àt College, by which kind 
aſſiſtance he obtained his purpoſe. |, He applied him- 
ſelf to the noble ſtudy of Divinity, ſoon commenced. 
af accurate, inſtructibe, excellent Preacher. His 
' Hterary accompliſhments juſtly merited, and procured. 
him the Office of a Tutor in College, in which ho- 
norable ſtation he ſerved this ſeat of learning for al- 
moſt two years, with ſtrict fidelity, with great judg- 
ment and prudence, and to uniperſal ſatisfaCtion, till ; 
fatal ſickneſs put an end to his public ſervice. He 
was one of the. beſt geniuſes; and a cloſe ſtudent, had 
a ſingularly clear diſcerning, and penetrated deep into 
ſubjects: His views were extenſive, and his ſodament 
" remarkably good and ſolid for his years... His natu- 
ral Temper was ſteady and calm, his Diſpoſition - 
| ftiendly, courteous and benevolent, had made great 
| proficiency in the various branches of Learning for 
hi years, while all his ſhining attainments were adorn- 
| ed with a moſt agreeable Modeſty. His life exem- . 
_ - Plified religion, and gave ſubſtantial evidence of un- 
feigned Piety towards God. He well underſtood the 
_ Goſpel Scheme, the Doctrines of Grace, was fixed in 
tze belief of them, and well able to delvg@ en ug 
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Te tion, Ka furniſhed to at oy e and Ng” "Ho 
ec off while he was. 


| all aa. He delighted. much 4 5 the Golpel 3 


.nobly, acting the firſt ſcene: | 
Fg In the beginning of his Sicknefs 3 Van ap ap beben Tins 
"ba of the event, and folemnly ſolicitous'a 2 & 
e conſequences of death. e rpc 3 
Times a comfortable Hope of his intereſt” „ 
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to ſtad Chriſt, and him cr cific „ ＋ ö ing 
is a 15 Dy ps BY 
public Al. 


le had juſt, entered Upon "th 


part there, when death call 
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3 T5r eternal glory. by him; and ken ur gret 2 
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